
   
 

 
Application for Defense of Dissertation 

 
You must submit this application not less than 30 days before you and your advisor wish to schedule your oral defense.  The 
dissertation must be essentially finished before this application may be submitted (a few minor changes may be made, such as 
footnotes or grammatical or style problems, but no new substantive changes are allowed after submission of this application).  You 
and your advisor are responsible for determining the appropriate date for your defense and completing this application together. 
 
The Graduate Legal Studies (GLS) Office will handle all coordination, scheduling, and advertising of the date and room for your 
defense.  Please do not attempt to contact your advisor or other defense committee members if the date or place needs to be changed.  
All changes should be made through the GLS Office.  In addition to this form, you will need to submit the following materials: 
 
C an electronic copy of your dissertation, including bibliography 
C an electronic summary of your dissertation (no more than two paragraphs) 
C an electronic biography (no more than one paragraph) 
 
All electronic materials should be sent to Ms. Lara Gose (lgradadm@indiana.edu).  Please note that if any of your committee members 
request a paper copy (instead of an electronic copy) of your dissertation to review, you will also be required to submit these copies to 
the Graduate Legal Studies office. The defense application will not be considered complete without all of these items. 
 
You should consult with your dissertation director to determine how to manage your presentation. You may send Ms. Gose an 
electronic copy of materials you wish to use as handouts to supplement your presentation the day before your defense is scheduled to 
have copies made. The Graduate Legal Studies office also provides light refreshments for you, your committee, and any others in 
attendance at your defense. Most defenses take place in the Faculty Conference Room (Law 335), and you should expect to have 
access to the room 30 minutes prior to the start of the defense.  
 
Name: _____________________________________ E-mail: _______________________________________________ 
 
Desired defense date: _________________________ Desired time (e.g., 11:00 a.m. or afternoon): __________________ 
 
Defense Committee 
  
 Chair (dissertation director): ___________________________________________ 
 
 Member: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 Member: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
(If there are more than three members of your defense committee, include their names on the back of this page.) 
 
Signatures (required) 
 
I certify that the information contained in this application and all supporting materials is complete, accurate, and my own work.  I 
understand that submission of inaccurate information or misrepresentation of work done by someone else can be considered sufficient 
cause for terminating my application and/or enrollment at Indiana University. 
 
Student’s Signature: __________________________________________     Date: __________________ 
 
 
I certify that the dissertation is ready to defend.  The substance is satisfactory and the writing does not require significant editing.  I 
have approved all members of the defense committee and they have agreed to participate in the defense. 
 
Advisor’s Signature: __________________________________________     Date: __________________ 
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