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EDITING KEY
Ms. Goodman

Subject-verb agreement E.g., The nature of the charges are serious.
Awkward construction/tortured syntax,
Bluebook (19th ed.)

Faulty or imprecise comparison  E.g., Similar to Smith, our client acted reasonably. See JIW §
6.1.5.

Comma splice E.g., The police officer’s report was straightforward, on the
other hand, it was full of conclusory statements.

Dangling modifier E.g., Focusing on the suspect’s demeanor, the physical
evidence was not noticed.

Expletive construction E.g., It is our client's testimony that (instead of Our client
testified that)
Sentence fragment E.g., The witness at the scene who has yet to be interviewed.

Enquist, Just Writing (3d ed.)

Misplaced modifier L.g., He placed the stolein emerald in his car, which was one
of the most expensive in the world

Nominalization E.g., take action, make a statement, interpose an objection,
draw conclusions, (instead of act, state, object, conclude).

Begin a new paragraph [or use paragraph symbol]

Parallel structure lacking E.g., The witness displayed his bias through his statements
and perjuring himself.

Unnecessary passive voice E.g., The memorandum was written by the student.
Repetitive

Spelling error

Text shounld be single spaced.

Space [between characters in a citation or in a line of text)

Word choice

Express the idea more concisely, without surplus words or information.

Delete

Insert

Change fo upper or to lower case

Insert a page break (to avoid stranding a heading at the bottom of a page or to avoid stranding the
signature block on a page with no text).

Comection unclear, or fransition needed.




